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and wave of the hand. The Mesmerist said that now the young man
was awake he could prevent him from lifting his feet from the floor
and make him unable to strike, and though the young man laughing
and struggling tried to do both, he could do neither. Hume said
he had sometimes found this power very useful in street rows in
preventing people from striking him.
He asked the lads if they had ever seen him before or had any
collusion with him and in the face of the audience they openly
denied any knowledge of him. It seems they were all well-known
young men from the town. The lads said they were perfectly aware
all the time what they were doing, but they had no power to
resist.
Hume showed us afterwards a curious instrument for gauging
the intellect of the human head by taking an angle and measuring
from it.
Wednesday, 4 September
Bathing in the morning before breakfast from a machine. Many
people were openly stripping on the sands a little further on and
running down into the sea, and I would have done the same but I
had brought down no towels of my own.
At 7 o'clock this evening my Mother, Dora and I walked up to
Trinity Church and heard Mr. Hunt preach. During the service the
lightning looked in at the windows and shamed the gas while from
the town far below came up on the still sultry air the strains of the
Italian band.
Thursday; 5 September
I was out early before breakfast this morning bathing from the
sands. There was a delicious feeling of freedom in stripping in the
open air and miming down naked to the sea, where the waves were
curling white with foam and the red morning sunshine glowing
upon the naked limbs of the bathers.
[Kilvert returns to Langley Burrdl.]
Monday-, 16 September
At 6 o'clock this evening a large balloon, striped red and blue,
passed over this house very high in the air, almost a mile high it was
said. It looked very small and we could not see the car. There was
one man in it and he kept on sending down parachutes and emptying

